LORD   HALIFAX
as Lord President of the Council, he acted as leader
of the House of Lords. The serenity and somnolent
calm of that august assembly were secure in his
keeping as chief Government spokesman. But before
the Eden crisis he was to be the centre of a strange
episode. He went to Germany in the autumn of 1937
ostensibly to view a hunting exhibition, for his humane
nature has never commanded him to shun the genteel
pastime of blood sports. General Goering was his
host, and an incredulous public was asked to believe
that the expedition was devoid of political significance.
The poison began to work at once. It seems that
Goering is capable of making himself agreeable. Like
a master he employed with his noble visitor the
method which was then practised by the Germans in
their contacts with Englishmen. Halifax was made
heartily at home. At once the charity that is always
near the surface convinced him that Goering was
quite a good fellow. His cruelties were obscured, if
not quite forgotten. Halifax, intent on seeing any-
thing that could be remotely confused with goodness,
did not perceive the escaped megalomaniac. He saw
instead a great fat egotist overflowing with his own
importance, relatively free from physical fear, not
without some vestiges of breeding or a certain gross
humour, with a childish love of ostentation. 6C Humour
him," whispered the voice of Christian charity, "if
you stroke him he will purr and hide his claws."
Thus did Halifax become persona grata to a man whom
the best judges have called the least objectionable
member of a government of criminals.
What passed between them is not public property.
But we may infer that when Halifax returned to
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